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One of the most remarkable and important epochs in the history 
of the people of Israel, which God had chosen for His peculiar people 
in the Old Testament, was undoubtedly its deliverance out of the hands 
of Pharaoh and its subsequent exodus out of Egypt. In a wonderful 
way God had brought Joseph and, later, his father Jacob with all 
his family into this country, where for a while they enjoyed the 
benevolence of its king and people. But when, after some time, 
Israel began to multiply greatly, both king and people, who knew 
nothing of what Joseph had done for their country, began to oppress 
them extremely, forcing them to work hard beyond endurance and 
imposing upon them the most cruel mistreatment besides. 

Finally the Lord heard the groanings and sighings of His people, 
and with a mighty hand and outstretched arm He came to deliver 
them out of the yoke of their bondage. He sent Moses, His servant, 
to lead them out of the land of their oppression. But when this 
servant of the Lord appeared before Pharaoh with the request: “Thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel, Let my people Israel go, that they may 
offer sacrifice in the wilderness,” this tyrant answered haughtily: 
“Who is the Lord, that I should obey His voice? I know not the 
Lord, neither will I let Israel go.” Such haughtiness and overbearing 
the Lord, of course, could not permit to go unpunished. For “be not 
deceived, God is not mocked.” Therefore He smote Pharaoh and all 
his wicked people with ten dreadful plagues, so that he might know 
that the God of Israel is indeed the Lord and will not be gainsaid 
and withstood by kings nor nations, though they be ever so strong 
and powerful. 

But all the mighty deeds of God with which He visited Egypt 
seemed in vain. Nine of the great plagues were already past, and 
still Pharaoh refused to let Israel go. Whenever a plague was upon 
him, ıhe would send for Moses and Aaron and ask them to remove 
the plague by praying to God, promising every time that he would 
let Israei go. But as often as they would remove the plague by their 
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prayers, just so often he would harden his heart and refuse to grant 
Tsrael a free exodus. So God finally sent the last and greatest of 
all the ten plagues: the slaughter of the firstborn. At midnight 
the angel of the Lord passed through the whole land of Egypt, killing 
the firstborn child of every family, from the son of Pharaoh down 
to the son of the servant and slave. Then great wailing and weeping 
was heard throughout the whole land, for there was not a house in 
which there was not a dead person. 

But whilst the Lord visited the Egyptians in such a terrible 
manner, He preserved His people of Israel in a most singular way. 
For on the eve of the night in which the slaughter of the firstborn 
was to ensue He commanded the Israelites to take a lamb, slaughter 
it, eat its flesh, and with its blood paint the door-posts of their houses, 
which would be a sign to the angel that Israelites were living in that 
house, so that he might pass over without entering and performing 
his terrible work of destruction. And so it came to pass: While in 
all the houses of the Egyptians there was great wailing, in the land 
of Goshen among the people of Israel there was great rejoicing, for 
now the heart of Pharaoh was at last softened. He immediately 
sent for Moses and Aaron, not merely giving them the permission, 
but pressing them to take the people of Israel out of Egypt, lest he 
and all his people should be destroyed on their account. 

Of course, this mighty deliverance out of the hand of their 
oppressors was not to be forgotten by the people of Israel. They 
were to remember it through all their generations. Therefore God 
commanded them that every year, on the day of their deliverance, 
they should eat the paschal lamb, or passover, in the manner which 
He had then described to them. And this festival of the Passover, 
or of Easter, was ever after the principal and most joyful festival of 
all the Jewish feasts. 

But the Passover, as the Jews celebrated it, was not only to be 
a memorial of the great deliverance of Israel from Egypt, it was 
also to be a type of a much greater deliverance in the future; it 
was to be a type of Christ, the New Testament Paschal Lamb, and 
of the mighty deliverance of the whole human race from the power 
of the hellish Pharaoh, which He should effect by His suffering and 
death. And it is to this latter meaning of the Old Testament Pass- 
over that our text directs our attention. Let us, accordingly, speak of 


OUR NEW TESTAMENT PASSOVER OR EASTER. 


1. The Lamb of our Passover; 
2. The manner in which to keep our Passover. 


ile 

Who or what is the New Testament paschal lamb? Paul tells us: 
“Even Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us.” Ah, have we not 
a glorious paschal lamb, my friends? Jesus Christ, true God, be- 
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gotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the 
Virgin Mary, He, the Godman, is our Passover. It is He who was 
prefigured by the Old Testament paschal lamb. He is the true lamb 
for the slaughter, who, by being sacrificed for us, has indeed rescued 
us from the avenging angel of death and secured us deliverance from 
the Pharaoh of hell. 

Let us see how Christ was prefigured by the Old Testament 
Passover, and how type and antitype harmonize together. 

God had given to the Jews very minute rules and regulations 
in regard to the eating of the Passover. With respect to the lamb 
itself which was to be used, He had commanded that it should be 
a male lamb without any blemish or fault of any kind, and one 
year old. — Now see how beautifully we find all this again in Christ, 
our Passover. He, too, is a lamb; He is the true lamb for the 
slaughter; He is the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world, as John the Baptist says. He was, moreover, a lamb of the 
first year, that is, in the very prime of lfe. He was not to be 
slaughtered by Herod together with the other infants at Bethlehem, 
but He must first reach the prime of life and possess full strength 
of body; not before that time His hour had come. Finally, He was 
also, like the paschal lambs of the Old Testament, without any fault; 
He was, as Peter says, a lamb without blemish or spot. He was holy 
and sinless; nobody could accuse Him of a single sin. Even His 
heathen judge, Pilate, after having tried Him and heard all the 
accusations which the Jews brought against Him, was obliged to 
confess: “I find no fault in Him.” In all these points, then, the 
type and the antitype agree together most beautifully. Christ, 
indeed, is our New Testament Passover, which was prefigured by the 
Passover of the Jews. 

Christ, furthermore, was like the Jewish Passover in that “He 
was sacrificed for us.” The paschal lamb was not sacrificed in the 
proper sense of the term, as it was not burned upon an altar. Still 
it was a sacrifice in a certain way. It was to be selected and got 
ready four days beforehand, and in the afternoon preceding the night 
in which it was to be eaten it must be slain or killed. In killing it 
they were to be careful not to break any of its bones. And they 
were to prepare it for eating by roasting it at the fire. They were 
not to eat any of it raw or sodden in water. — Here again observe 
the points of agreement between the type and antitype. Christ, the 
New Testament Passover, was sacrificed for us also. He, too, made 
ready to offer Himself four days before by His memorable entrance 
into Jerusalem, which is described in the Gospel of last Sunday. 
He was slain or killed like it. His enemies did not rest until they 
had obtained from the Roman procurator the order that He should 
be crucified, and until they were sure that He was dead. And to 
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make sure that He were really killed, and that His body and the 
bodies of the two malefactors crucified with Him would not remain 
on the cross, they obtained men from Pilate who should break their 
legs. But behold, when the soldiers that were ordered to do so came 
out to Calvary, they found Jesus already dead, and so they did not 
break His legs. And this, as John expressly tells us, was done that 
the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Ye shall not break any of its 
bones.” Here again the type and antitype agree. Finally, also the 
mode of execution is the same in both: the paschal lamb must be 
roasted at the fire; Christ, hanging on the cross, was roasted, as it 
were, at the fire of God’s wrath. 

We must not overlook here that Paul says Christ, our Passover, 
was sacrificed for us. Christ did not die merely to seal by His death 
the truth of His doctrine, as so many would have it, nay, His suffer- 
ing and death was a sacrifice for us, in our place. As the Old Testa- 
ment Passover brought to the Jews who partook of it forgiveness of 
sins, and by its blood shielded them from the angel of death, so 
Christ, by His sacrifice, has taken away our sins. His blood cleanses 
us from all sin, and thus protects us from eternal death. 

Of course, it was impossible that Christ, our Passover, should 
remain dead, like the paschal lambs of the Old Testament. How 
could He be held by the bonds of death who is God and man in one 
person, who is the almighty Ruler over death, who holds the keys of 
death and hell? If He had remained in the grave, alas! where, then, 
would be our assurance that He were really and truly our Passover 
sacrificed for us? How could we be certain then that His sacrifice were 
sufficient to atone for our sins, that His expiation for our sins had 
been accepted by God? Ah, in that case our redemption would be 
a deception, our faith an idle dream, our sins not forgiven — we would 
be lost. For, says Paul, “if Christ be not risen, then is your faith 
vain, then ye are yet in your sins, then also they which fell asleep 
in Christ are lost.” But thanks be to God: the confines of the grave 
and the fetters of death could not hold Him, the Prince of Life. 
To-day He breaks them; He comes forth from the grave; no tomb- 
stone, no seal, no watchmen can keep him there. He comes forth 
triumphantly, proving thus that He is indeed our Passover sacrificed 
for us. God Himself declares Him such by resurrecting Him, thus 
publicly accepting His ransom for our sins, and our faith, therefore, 
has a sure foundation, upon which it can stand firm and steadfast 
against all the assaults of Satan. 


a 
Having thus learned that we, too, have a passover indeed, even 
Christ sacrificed for us, let us now also endeavor to glean from the 
text in what manner we ought to keep our New Testament feast of 
the Passover. For Paul, after having stated the fact that we have 
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such a precious lamb of the passover, immediately adds the exhor- 
tation: “Therefore let us keep the feast,” viz., the New Testament 
feast of the Passover. : 

Now in order to understand how we are to keep this feast, we 
must go back once more to the Passover of the Jews in the Old Tes- 
tament. The Jews were not only commanded to slay their paschal 
lamb and to roast it at the fire, but the main thing for them to do 
was to eat it. And they were to eat it all, nothing was to be left 
over; if one family could not eat it all, two of them should go to- 
gether, and if anything was still left, it must be burned. They were 
furthermore to eat it with their loins girded, and staves in their 
hands, ready for travel, for the Lord was going to deliver them out 
of the hands of the Egyptians that very night, and they were to set 
out on their journey to the promised land immediately. 

We, too, are to eat our New Testament Passover, Christ, the 
Lamb of God which was sacrificed for us. We must eat it all, must 
grasp Christ with all His merit. Upon Him solely must our faith 
rest; He alone must be the hope of our salvation. All confidence in 
ourselves, in our virtue and good works and holiness must be thrown 
away, He alone must be the food of our soul, which keeps us from 
spiritual starvation. And we must eat our Passover with our loins 
girded, and staves in our hands, 7. e., ready for leaving the Egypt of 
this wicked world, our desires and thoughts removed from this life 
and directed towards the world above, concentrated on the joy and 
bliss of the life everlasting in the promised land of heaven. 

Now there are two ways in which we can partake of our New 
Testament Passover. The one is the spiritual, the other the sacra- 
mental. ' Of the spiritual eating and drinking of the Passover, Christ 
Himself speaks John 6, 53—56, where He says: “Except ye eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, ye have no life in you. 
Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood hath eternal life; and 
I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed.” This spiritual eating and drinking of 
Christ’s body and blood, of our New Testament Passover, which, ac- 
cording to Christ’s own words in this passage, is indispensably neces- 
sary for salvation, is done by faith. If by faith you accept the sal- 
vation and redemption which He has wrought for you by giving His 
body into suffering and death and by shedding His holy, precious blood 
for you on Calvary, then your faith is, as it were, the mouth by 
means of which you receive the blessed benefits which His body and 
blood wrought for you; you eat His body and drink His blood in 
a spiritual way. 

The second manner of partaking of our New Testament Passover, 
of eating and drinking the body and blood of Christ, is the sacra- 
mental way, as we have it in the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 
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For this is “the true body and blood of Christ, our Lord, for us 
Christians to eat and to drink, instituted by Christ Himself,” as 
Luther so beautifully expresses it. That comes nearest to the Old 
Testament way of eating the Passover, for there we partake of the 
Lord’s body and blood with the mouth of the body; there we eat 
with our mouths, together with the bread, the body of our Savior 
that was given for us, and drink, together with the wine, the blood 
that was shed for the remission of our sins, according to Christ’s 
own words. This sacramental eating and drinking of the New Testa- 
ment Passover has been instituted by our Lord to take the place of 
the Old Testament Passover, for He instituted it the very night in 
which He ate the Passover with His disciples. Now let us remember, 
dear friends, that the mere partaking of the Lord’s Supper is not 
sufficient, that, like the Israelites, we must eat it with the bitter 
herbs of sorrow and contrition for sin and with true faith in the 
remission of our sin, and that without true contrition and faith we 
will be unworthy partakers of this meal and thus eat and drink 
damnation to ourselves. 

If in this manner, both spiritually and sacramentally, we eat 
our New Testament Passover, not only once a year, on the festival 
of Easter, but every day of the year by faith and frequently for the 
purpose of strengthening our faith in the Sacrament, we must further- 
more recollect that we must also eat the Passover with the unleavened 
bread of true holiness and sanctification of life. For thus says Paul 
in our text: “Your glorying is not good,” ete. This was another one 
of the regulations which God had given to the Jews with regard to 
the Passover, that they must eat it with unleavened bread, that every 
particle of leaven must be swept out of their houses during that time, 
and that a soul which would disobey this rule should be destroyed 
out of the midst of its people. Hence if we, in the New Testament, 
wish to partake of our Passover, we must purge out the old leaven of 
malice and wickedness, and keep the feast with the unleavened bread 
of sincerity and truth. For the leaven of malice and wickedness, of 
which the wicked children of the world partake, which, as it were, 
is their daily food, is incompatible with a partaking of Christ, our 
Passover, for this Passover must be eaten together with the un- 
leavened bread of sincerity and truth, 7. e., if we wish to partake of 
Christ’s merit by true faith, and if we wish to be worthy partakers 
of His body and blood in the Lord’s Supper, we must strive after 
true holiness and sanctification of life and purge out the old leaven 
of sin and wickedness. 

O my dear hearers, knowing, then, that Christ, our Passover, is 
sacrificed for us and risen from death, let us keep the feast, not 
with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness, 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Amen. | 


G. L. 
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Confirmation Sermon from the Epistle for Palm Sunday. 


Prm. 255. 


In Jesus Curist Drarty BELOVED OATECHUMENS: — 

A day of the greatest importance has dawned for you. You have 
come here to-day to renew and confirm the covenant which by your 
sponsors you once made with the Triune God at your baptism, to 
renounce again the devil, and all his works, and all his ways, and 
to confess your faith before God, the Church, and the world. You 
have assembled here to-day to dedicate yourselves publicly and with 
your own lips to the Lord as to your God, to be wholly His own in 
body and soul, for time and eternity. O happy children to whom 
God in His infinite love has granted this great privilege! But re- 
member also that it is a solemn vow which you are making. Re- 
member that it is a great and momentous thing which you are 
promising. Do you ask, How can we keep our vow? How can we 
remain true to God and His Word? How can we be faithful to our 
Savior and His Church? I answer: By constantly looking unto 
Jesus, the Author and Finisher of your faith, and by constantly fol- 
lowing the example which He has set you. And in order that you 
may keep your vow, and not break it; in order that you may be 
preserved from falling away and making shipwreck in your faith, 
as so many have done; yea, in order that you may endure unto the 
end, and be saved— I would now exhort you with the apostle in 
our text: 


LET THIS MIND BE IN YOU, WHICH WAS ALSO IN CHRIST JESUS! 


Let me show you, 
1. What mind was in Christ Jesus, and 
2. Why this mind should be in you. 


ik 

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” 
What mind was in Christ Jesus? I would say, in the first place, 
An obedient mind. Through the Psalmist already He said: “Lo, I 
come: in the volume of the book it is written of me. I delight to 
do Thy will, O my God: yea, Thy Law is within my heart.” When 
twelve years old, He said to Joseph and Mary: “Wist ye not that I 
must be about my Father’s business?’ To the Jews He said: “I came 
down from heaven not to do mine own will, but the will of Him that 
sent me.” In our text we are told that He was “obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross.” By His perfect obedience He fulfilled 
the Law of God and suffered for us the pains of the cross, and thus 
redeemed us from the curse of the Law and from everlasting death. 
And this His obedience He rendered cheerfully and willingly. “Yea, 
Father, yea, most willingly,” ete. (58, 3.) 
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And this obedient mind which was in Christ Jesus should be 
also in you. ‘Like Paul you should constantly ask, “Lord, what wilt 
Thou have me to do?” Like the Psalmist you should constantly 
pray: “Show me Thy ways, O Lord; teach me Thy paths! Lead me 
in Thy truth, and teach me!” Not should you say with Pharaoh, 
“Who is the Lord that I should obey His voice?’ but with the people 
of God, “All that the Lord hath spoken we will do.” Though Jesus 
was the Son of God, He was subject unto His earthly parents. And 
to His heavenly Father He was obedient unto death, even the death 
‚of the cross. O let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus: be obedient to your heavenly Father, to His holy will and 
Word! Ever pray: “O that the Lord would guide my ways,” etc. 
(269, 1.) 

Again, Jesus had a humble mind. Our text tells us that He 
“humbled Himself.” There was no pride in Jesus. Though the King 
of kings and Lord of lords, He thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God, but made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him- 
self the form of a servant. He was meek and lowly and humble. 
He said: “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart.” How humble Jesus was we see from the fact 
that, in the night in which He was betrayed, He took a basin of water 
and washed His disciples’ feet. And having done that, He said: “Ye 
call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. If I then, 
your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash 
one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that ye should 
do as I have done to you.” Yes, Jesus had a humble mind. He says: 
“My heart in lowliness abounds,” ete. (246, 3.) 

And this humble mind which was in Christ Jesus should be also 
in you. You know that it is written: “He hath showed thee, O man, 
what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee but to do 
justly, and to love merey, and to walk humbly with thy God?’ The 
apostle exhorts: “Put on, therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness.” 
In the words preceding our text we read: “Let nothing be done 
through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 
other better than themselves.” Paul, therefore, referring to the other 
apostles, said: “I labored more abundantly than they all: yet not I, 
but the grace of God which was with me.” O, then, be clothed with 
humility! Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low 
estate! Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus! Be 
humble, and God will exalt you in due season. Ever pray with the 
poet: “I long to be like Jesus,” ete. (212, 4.) 

Again, Jesus had a sincere mind. Peter said of Him: “He did 
no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth.” His enemies ac- 
knowledged: “Master, we know that Thou art true, and teachest the 
way of God in truth.” And how vehemently did He denounce hypoc- 
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risy when He said: “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! 
for ye devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayer: 
therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation.” 

And this sincere mind which was in Christ Jesus should be also 
in you. Like Nathanael, every one of you should be an Israelite in 
whom there is no guile. The writer of this epistle says: “I pray that 
ye may be sincere and without offense.” The Psalmist says: “The 
Lord will abhor the bloody and deceitful man.” The apostle exhorts: 
“Lay aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies.” Yea, God 
Himself says: “THe that worketh deceit shall not dwell in my house.” 
On the other hand, it is written: “The generation of the upright 
shall be blessed. Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness. 
The upright shall dwell in Thy presence.” O, then, let this mind be 
in you which was also in Christ Jesus! Let there be no guile in 
your mouth and no deceit in your heart! Ever pray: “Order my 
footsteps by Thy Word,” etc. (269, 2.) 

Again, Jesus had a prayerful mind. We often find Jesus in 
prayer. We read of Him: “In the morning, rising up a great while 
before day, He went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there 
prayed.” Upon another occasion we are told, “He went out into a 
mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer.” We hear Him 
telling Peter: “Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you 
as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.” We 
see Him prostrate on the ground in Gethsemane, praying: “Father, 
if Thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless, not my 
will, but Thine, be done.” We hear Him praying on the cross: 
“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” 

And this prayerful mind which was in Christ Jesus should be 
also in you. Christ Himself has taught you to pray, saying: “After 
this manner pray ye: Our Father, who art in heaven.” He Himself 
has taught you how to pray, saying: “Whatsoever ye shall ask the 
Father in my name, He will give it you.” And if you complain that 
you have not this or that thing which you need, He says: “Ye have 
not, because ye ask not.” O, then, pray! Pray for yourselves like 
the publican, saying: “God be merciful to me a sinner!” Pray for 
them which despitefully use you and persecute you, as Stephen did, 
saying: “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.” Pray in the church 
as David did, saying: “In the congregations will I bless the Lord.” 
Pray in secret as Jesus exhorted: “Pray to thy Father which is in 
seeret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee 
openly.” Pray at all times and in all places, for God says: “Pray 
without ceasing. Call upon me in the day of trouble. I will that 
men pray everywhere.” O let the prayerful mind which was in Christ 
Jesus be also in you! Ever remember: “What a Friend we have in 
Jesus,” ete. (431, 1a. 2a.) 
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Finally, Jesus had also a devotional mind. He was minded to 
attend public worship, minded to go to church. We read of Him 
that, when He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up, 
“as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath 
day.” At the age of twelve we find Him in the temple asking ques- 
tions and answering questions. When His enemies came to arrest 
Him in Gethsemane, He said: “Are ye come out as against a thief 
with swords and staves for to take me? I sat daily with you teaching 
in the temple, and ye laid no hold on me.” Jesus loved the church, 
and Jesus went to church. 

O let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus: fre- 
quent the house of God, attend public worship! Say with David: 
“Tow amiable are Thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts! My soul 
longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord: my flesh and 
my heart crieth out for the living God. I was glad when they said 
unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord.” Let it be your cus- 
tom, as it was Jesus’ custom, to go into the house of God on the Sab- 
bath day. Come, come often, come regularly to hear the Word of 
God —that Word which is able to save your souls! Use the means 
of grace which God has given you: His Word and His Sacraments! 
Through them God will come to you and bless you and strengthen 
your faith and increase your hope and augment your love. O, then, 
let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus: love the 
habitation of God’s house, and the place where His honor dwelleth! 
Say with the poet: “Lord of the worlds above,” ete. (7, 1.) 


2 


we 


And now, why should this mind be in you which was in Christ 
Jesus? 

First of all, because it is God’s will. He exhorts you in the 
text: “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.” 
Elsewhere He says: “Look unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of 
your faith.” St. Peter says: “Christ suffered for us, leaving us an 
example that ye should follow His steps.” St. John writes: “He 
that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk, even as 
He walked.” Therefore, “Come, follow me, the Savior spake,” ete. 
(246, 1.) 

Again, the mind which was in Christ Jesus should be also in 
you, because, if it is not, you are no Christians. It is written: “If 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” A man 
is either a believer or an unbeliever, either a child of God or a child 
of Satan, either walking the narrow way which leadeth unto life, or 
walking the broad way which leadeth to destruction. Now, if the 
mind of Christ is not in you, if you cling not to Him in faith, if you 
follow not His example, if you obey not His Word, you are none of 
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His. And oh, how sad that would be, for “to be carnally minded is 
death”! Therefore “love not the world, neither the things that are 
in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but 
is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.” Ever say: “What 
is the world to me,” ete. (282, 1.) 

On the other hand, if the mind of Christ is in you, you will be 
truly happy, for “to be spiritually minded is life and peace.” They 
that have the mind of Christ abide with Christ, and oh, how happy 
they are! They are preserved from falling away, from breaking their 
vow, from becoming unfaithful, yea, from perishing. They are 
pleasing to God, to the angels in heaven, to all the saints on earth. 
Though their life will not be free from trouble and distress, though 
like Jesus they must pass through much tribulation: they enter into 
the kingdom of glory. Though the world despise and hate them, 
though it regard them as the offscouring of all things: God is with 
them. Though because of their faith they be denounced as narrow- 
minded, bigoted, and stubborn; though they be called unkind, un- 
charitable, and unmannered: having the same mind which was in 
Christ Jesus and fearlessly confessing Him before men, He will also 
confess them before His Father which is in heaven. Hence ever say: 
“My dear Jesus [ll not leave,” ete. (235, 1.) 

O my dear catechumens, will you not let this mind be in you 
which was also in Christ Jesus? He had reason enough to cast you 
off, and to let you perish in your sins. But see, He loved you with 
an everlasting love, and therefore with loving-kindness He has drawn 
you. He shed His precious blood for you, He redeemed you from 
your sins, He blotted out your transgressions, He opened for you 
the gates of eternal glory. “Greater love hath no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friends,” and Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, laid down His life for you. O will you not, if need be, lay 
down yours for Him? Should you not love Him, because He first 
loved you? Should you not strive with all the powers at your com- 
mand to serve Him all the days of your life? O “Soldiers of Christ, 
arise,” ete. (276, 1. 5.) 

By the mercy of the Father, by the blood of the Son, by the love 
of the Spirit, I beseech you: “Let this mind be in you which was 
also in Christ Jesus!” Then you will steer clear of the hiding rocks 
of doubt and unbelief and of the treacherous shoals of sin and vice; 
and when at last you near the shore and hear death’s fearful breakers 
roar, Jesus, your Savior, will pilot you safely across the tempestuous 
sea, and you shall enter the haven of everlasting peace and rest, 
and receive the end of your faith, even the salvation of your soul. 
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O, therefore, be faithful, faithful to your Savior, faithful to His 
Word, faithful to His Church, faithful unto death! Let this mind 
be in you which was also in Christ Jesus! Then you shall receive 
the crown of everlasting life. May He grant this unto every one of 
you for His bitter suffering and death’s sake. Amen.!) O. K. 


u ane 


Outlines for Lenten Sermons. 
ay 
Marr. 27, 2737. 

The execution of criminals by crucifixion combined extreme 
physical suffering with most humiliating disgrace. This torture 
marked the victim as an object of contempt, utterly detested. The 
Jews regarded a crucified person as accursed; the Romans employed 
crucifixion only in the case of slaves, highway robbers, rebels, and 
outlaws. Crucifixion was meant to shock not only the nerves, but 
also the feelings of the prisoner. The whole sensitive nature of man 
became prey to excruciating pain. This mode of death was chosen 
for our Lord: He was tortured and pilloried, “despised and rejected 
of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.” 


THE CRUCIFIXION OF OUR LORD. 


1. The vile prelude, vv. 27—30. 

a. The governor having delivered his sentence, the prisoner is 
handed over to his executioners. There is to be no delay; neither 
the judge nor the prosecution take time to reflect. The energy and 
determination of wickedness is something awful to contemplate. 

b. In our times a prisoner to be executed is given time and fur- 
nished means to prepare for death. Not so Christ. The soldiers take 
Him with them to their hall and summon the whole band (onsioa = 
the tenth part of a legion, from four to six hundred men). This un- 
couth crowd now makes grim sport of Jesus. We can imagine with 
what zest these coarse, hardened men entered into the buffoonery of 
the mock coronation and the mock homage. But even this farce is 
not carried through to the end: they spit upon Him, and smite Him; 
their merrymaking changes into brutality. 

c. “As a lamb brought to the slaughter” Christ silently suffers 
these ignominies. “Thy will be done!” — We now worship this cari- 
catured King with grateful heart. His purple robe and the thorn- 
wreath upon His brow are to us real insignia of His kingship. His 
shame is our honor; for He was mocked that we might be blessed. 


1) Lack of space has prevented the printing in full of the beautiful 
and pertinent poetry with which the author has adorned his sermon. The 
references should be looked up in the Hymnal of the English Synod; they 
are really part of the sermon. — Ep. 
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2. The sad procession to Golgotha, vv. 31—33. 

a. It was part of the disgrace inflicted on the crucified to make 
them carry their cross to the place of execution. Accordingly, Christ 
emerges from the soldiers’ hall bearing the instruments of His death. 
John 19, 17 is evidence that He bore the cross the greater part of 
the way. The service of Simon was required either to hasten the 
execution, or because Jesus had become exhausted. — Before the same 
people who had looked up to Him as a prophet and deliverer, Christ 
was paraded as an impostor, and shamefully hustled out of the city 
as a dangerous character. 

b. Thus Isaac of old went to his slaughter, with no inkling of 
what was before him, and only to be spared in the last moment. 
Christ goes to meet death, fully conscious that He will not be spared, 
willing, yea, yearning to lay down His life as a ransom. “Thy will 
be done!” — This willingness of the victim has hallowed His accursed 
burden to every stricken heart. It is a sight to cheer the dying sin- 
ner on his last journey. 

3. The horrible execution, vv. 34—87. 

a. A stupefying draught was usually administered before execu- 
tion; for the ordeal which now commenced for the prisoner was 
fearful. Nails were driven through his hands and feet, after he had 
been stripped of his garments, and he was then raised to linger in 
pain, impossible to hold up his head, arms, and limbs swelling from 
the tension, his throat becoming parched with thirst, and his weary 
soul filled with unutterable anguish. Indeed, it was no light blow 
that was dealt Christ, but the very keenest pain was inflicted on Him. 

b. The mockery and humiliation to which He had been exposed 
still continue. The tablet above His head and the dice-throwing 
guard beneath Him are both a disgrace to His suffering. He sur- 
renders all willingly: His last earthly possessions and all claims 
upon worldly honor. “He became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross.” “Thy will be done!” 

Ce 1345355: 


6. 
Marr. 27, 39—49. 

It is a very lively scene that is here depicted. The death of 
Christ has had many spectators, who lingered to the end. That He 
was actually being put to death there conld be no doubt in the minds 
of these spectators. When they were afterwards charged with having 
killed the Lord of glory, not one rose to deny the fact. — But this 
lively scene is also one of fearful loneliness to the Lord. 


Tue Crucırien Lorp. 
1. His company, vv. 38—44. 
a. Pilate had yielded to Christ’s accusers; he now brings home 
their shame to them by dispatching two other victims to the same 
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place of execution. Two crosses are raised on either side of Christ’s, 
and thieves are hanged with Him. Outcasts from society are the 
Lord’s company in His dying hour. “He was numbered with the 
transgressors.” Never were black guilt and purest innocence made 
to fellowship each other thus closely.— Sinners are still the Lord’s 
best company. 

b. Holiday crowds are coming out of the city to view the exe- 
cution. They are in a savagely merry mood. With malignant joy 
they wag their heads. Recollections of Jesus’ sayings which they 
had never understood, but were soon to understand to their dismay, 
serve to fill their mouths with revilings. — That is another part of 
the company of the dying Lord: the heedless, frivolous world to 
whom the cross and all that it signifies, sin and death and damna- 
tion, are objects to be scorned, to whom a Redeemer who dies is 
foolishness and an offense. . 

c. And these are joined by a third class: the great dignitaries 
of the Church and men of much learning and shrewd reasoning. 
These latter come with great arguments, and prove the flippant re- 
marks of the unthinking crowds to be sound sense. The high priests, 
still denying the divinity of Christ and His saving mission in the 
shadow of His cross, represent all those false teachers who lead the 
masses away from Christ by causing them to disbelieve His divinity 
and His atoning death. 

2. His loneliness, vv. 45—49. 

a. Matthew has recorded only one word which Jesus spoke from 
the cross. He pictures Him hanging silently during those six weary 
hours amid His scofing enemies, forsaken by all men, only a few 
timid women from among His circle of friends standing afar off 
and despairingly watching these proceedings. But the one word 
which Matthew has recorded serves to emphasize the Lord’s loneliness. 

b. When all the world turns against a person, that person still 
has God to whom he can flee with his burdened heart. But Christ 
finds all intercourse with God blocked to Him. God has forsaken 
Him. In another sense and for another purpose, it is true, than the 
people who are standing about the cross, but nevertheless effectually. 
and really, the Father has renounced His Child. He gives Him over 
to death, and that, not only to the temporal death which He is about 
to undergo, but to that state and condition in which men know and 
feel themselves completely forsaken by God, cast out into outermost 
darkness, to eternal death and damnation. The ominous darkness , 
which overspread Golgotha during those awful hours is an illustra- 
tion of the gloom which had settled upon Jesus’ soul. 

c. The crowds who heard His ery of distress did not understand 
Him; they rather made sport of this utterance. We know the 
meaning. We stand appalled at its import: sin, our sin, has wrung 
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this moan from our Redeemer. But we thank Him for having ut- 
tered it: it assures us that He has been in that place whither we 
should have to go, in hell and damnation. He has made His soul 
a guilt-offering for us. He has redeemed us from the curse, being 
made a curse for us. 


% 
Marr. 27, 50—56. 
(Good Friday.) 

We celebrate to-day the world’s atonement by the death of Jesus. 
Atonement (— at one) signifies reconciliation. God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Himself, 2 Cor. 5, 19. Jesus was the 
atoning sacrifice by which reconciliation has been effected. (Comp. 
Is. 53, 10: “He hath made His soul an offering for sin,” DUN, with 
Lev. 5; 6, 1—7; 7, 1—6; 1 Pet. 2, 24.) In the New Testament 
calendar Good Friday occupies the same place of distinction as the 
Day of Atonement did in the Old (Lev. 16), only with the difference 
indicated Hebr. 10, 10—14. The event commemorated by our present 
humble service, though of somber aspect, is fraught with a great and 
glorious meaning, and moreover, it is in itself a majestic event. 


Tue MAJESTY or JESUS’ DEATH. 


1. The majesty of the fact, v. 50. 

a. Jesus had suffered much, and the ordeal of the last twelve 
hours had affected Him physically as it would any other human 
being. His death, too, was a real natural death, such as His com- 
panions suffered, — the separation of the soul from the body. Still 
there were supernatural features connected with the death of Jesus. 
He cried with a loud voice, not at all like an exhausted person, but 
with great vigor, so that He was distinctly heard, and those who 
heard Him were startled like people who witness something un- 
expected. It was as if Jesus wished to summon the attention of the 
bystanders to observe what He was about to do. What He cried 
Matthew has not recorded, but John (19, 30) and Luke (23, 46) have. 

b. While the spectators were looking on, Jesus bowed His head 
and expired. This was a lordly mode of dying. Jesus, as it were, 
summoned death to come and take Him, John 10, 18. He died, be- 
cause He wanted to die, because it had been decreed in eternity that 
He should die. “He became obedient unto death.” “Thy will 
be done!” 

2. The majesty of the effects, vv. 51—56. 

a. The dying Jesus had declared His task finished. An all- 
sufficient sacrifice had been rendered. There was no more need of 
the typical sacrifices of Israel. To this Man of Sorrows all nations 
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are to look and be saved, Is. 45, 22; Acts 4, 11. 12. The rending of 
the veil in front of the Holy of Holies declares to the world that “by 
‘one offering Jesus has perfected forever them that are sanctified,” 
Hebr. 9, 14. 

b. Matthew anticipates an event which occurred during the 
earthquake on Easter morning. Christ went into the realm of death 
and conquered death. That had been His aim, Hebr. 2, 14. He was 
Himself “the firstfruits of them that slept,” 1 Cor. 15, 20; the saints 
who rose with Him were evidences of His power over death. This 
effect is properly recorded in connection with the account of His 
death, because His death was really the destruction of death, Hos. 
13,14) 1 ‘Cor, 15, 54: 

c. John 12, 32. The centurion is the first to feel the truth of 
these words. There is a mighty power in the preaching of Christ 
erucified. Millions since the day of Golgotha have come under its 
influence. Lifting up Christ to the gaze of sinners, 7. e., preaching 
the atonement by His suffering and death, is the only means to con- 
vert men and io sanctify them. 

We bless the Lord who bled for us. Our guilt is gone, and when 
it rises again to terrify us, we look to the cross of Jesus, Eph. 1, 7. 


Sermon Outline for Green Thursday. 
1 Cor. 11, 23—32. 


The second sacrament of the New Testament, the institution of 
which is commemorated by the present service, has received a number 
of significant names. — The most popular, and for many reasons the 
most impressive, name is Holy Communion. 


Hoty CoMMUNION. 

1. The act of institution was a holy act, vv. 23—26. 

Consider the holy Author, the solemn occasion, the blessed ele- 
ments, the sacred purpose, the impressive injunction for the con- 
tinued celebration of the Sacrament. 

2. The act of participating must be a holy act, vv. 27—32. 

“Wherefore” — only a holy use of the sacrament is consistent 
with the purpose of its institution.— The worthy communicant be- 
lieves in the sacramental union, and shuns every contrary teaching. — 
He is conscious of his need of the sacrament, for the strengthening 
of his faith, for patience in afflictions, for the cultivation of a humble 
spirit, and for rousing his hope of final deliverance and everlasting 
salvation at the second coming of the Lord. 


